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Walt reports that Secretary Rjisk believes: a) someone in Washington 
(probably Walt Rostow) background the press tonight on the basis 
of the transcript of the last conference call with the candidates. 

that backgrounder, the press should be told that the President 
made it very clear that because of the China lobby urging Saigon 
to wait until after the elections, it was not clear what they would 

do. 


Walt's opinion is that: a) there should be a press backgrounder 
tonight; b) then if the story is played significantly tomorrow, 
Mansfield and Dirksen should be broght in and shown all the 
evidence we have concerning Saigon playing the U.S. political 
game; and that someone in the Nixon entourage (but not accuse 
Nixon himself) is playing with South Vietnam. Mansfield and Dirksen 
should be told this is a most serious national and constitutional 
problem and both Senators should be asked to go to Nixon and urge 
him not to press forward saying he was misled by the President. 

They should tell Nixon that if he does press forward in this, then 
we will reveal the evidence which will destroy him and any effective; 
ness he would have if he's elected. They should further tell him 
that if he is elected, his first duty is to tell Saigon to get their 
delegation to Paris as fast as possible. 

Walt is still waiting on Clifford’s opinion. 


NOTE: Secretary Rusk recommends the President call Nixon tonight 
as outlined in paragraph 5 of the attached cable. 
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